
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

  

FROM THE PASTOR’S DESK 
 

“Following Christ’s Footprints in the New Year” 

 

“To this you were called, because Christ suffered for you, leaving you an example, that you should follow in his steps.”    I 

Peter 23:21 

 

   It’s amazing what a couple of inches of new snow can do for your front yard.  Like a new coat of paint in your living room, 

a few snowflake brush strokes make everything look brand new.  Snowmobile tracks?  They’re gone.  So are the paths made 

by the neighborhood kids and the lawn ornaments left by every dog on your road or street.  Not one single thing mars your 

front yard landscape.  Like a damp cloth on a white-board, everything is clean and new – a fresh start. 

 

   A fresh start is also offered by another new year.  There is a shiny calendar in front of you whose landscape has been wiped 

clean.  Every single month, every single square is pristine.  No deadlines or commitments clutter your new calendar’s 

landscape.  Everything is clean and new – a fresh twelve month start. 

 

   Just like a snow covered front yard, this new calendar year begs for tracks to be made.  But watch your step!  The tracks you 

make on the calendar are for keeps; you can’t unmake them or take them back.  Don’t just rush into the new year blindly like 

a child cooped up in the house too long during Christmas break.   Think carefully about the twelve months spread out before 

you.  Where exactly do you wish to step? 

 

   Deer hunters know that deer will often follow the same paths year after year.  People, too, are prone to stepping in the same 

tracks they made the previous year and the year before that.  Think about your new year’s resolutions.  Are you simply 

resurrecting the same unfulfilled desires every year?  Think about your spiritual life.  Last year did your relationship with God 

improve the way you hoped it would?  Last year did the same old temptations trip you up, the same old spiritual bad habits 

bring you down?   If you look back at last year’s calendar with your spiritual life in mind, do the tracks you made look 

familiar?  Did you walk in those same old footprints once again? 

 

   Might I suggest that you follow in some different footsteps as this new year begins?  These different footsteps are unique; 

you can’t miss them; spikes driven through one’s feet do make for quite a distinctive footprint.  Yes, that’s right, this year 

consider walking in the footsteps of Jesus Christ.  You might be surprised where they will lead. 

 

   Jesus’ footsteps will first take you to a cross where all of your sins have been forgiven.  Then follow Jesus to work and 

make peace with the co-worker who made your life hell last year (or vise versa).  Follow Jesus to school where you will look 

at your classmates not as geeks or nerds or losers, but as individuals who matter because Jesus died for them too.  Follow 

Jesus to your family dinner table and invite the love and peace and wisdom of your Savior to dine at that table and remain in 

your home.  Follow Jesus to God’s house where you can feed your faith and serve the Lord and hold a hand or be held by 

people who care about you with no strings attached.   

 

   On this edge of a new year, a brand new calendar landscape waits for you; twelve months of empty squares so fresh and 

clean – each day calling for you to make your mark.  But this year, watch your step.  Don’t walk in last year’s footprints.  

Look for the footprints of your Savior.  Follow the path where He leads.  Follow His footsteps and you will not be lost.  You 

will be forgiven.  You will start fresh.  You will have the chance to bring God joy.  You will be blessed with a wonderful new 

year! 

 

Pastor Ludwig   
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Mission Statement 
The mission of Peace In Christ 

Lutheran Church is to proclaim the love of 
Christ and promote spiritual growth 
within our church and community. 

Vision Statement 
The future of Peace In Christ 

Lutheran Church will be of Christians 
called by God to share the love of Christ 
throughout our community, especially 
reaching out to the unchurched.  This will 
be accomplished by providing leaders of 
faith, both young and old, with the 
facilities, tools and financial resources 
necessary to reach our expanding goals. 

 
Peace In Christ Lutheran Church 

5007 Maple Grove Road 
Hermantown MN 55811 

218-729-9473 
Website 

www.pichrist.org 
Office e-mail 

pioffice@cpinternet.com 
 

 
 
Weekly Schedule 

SATURDAYS: WORSHIP SERVICE  6:00 PM 
SUNDAYS: WORSHIP SERVICE 8:00 AM 

COFFEE FELLOWSHIP 9:00 AM 
SUNDAY SCHOOL 9:15  AM 

ADULT BIBLE STUDY 9:30 AM 
WORSHIP SERVICE 10:45 AM 

Celebrating in January 
 
JANUARY BIRTHDAYS 

Missy Carlson  1/1 
Margaret Ahlberg  1/2 
Wade Carlson  1/2 
Sophie Schulz  1/3 
Mark Willoughby  1/3 
Jared Zeleznikar  1/3 
Dick Davidson  1/4 
McKenzie Mehling 1/4 
Darla Stojevich  1/4 
Linda Ewald  1/5 
Heather Brown  1/6 
Erin Motley  1/6 
Reed Rosandich  1/7 
Kevin Theobald  1/8 
Dean Benson  1/9 
Katelyn Early  1/11 
Kurt Laine  1/11 
Emily Moeller  1/12 
Abbey Dudek  1/14 
Bonnie Dolezilek  1/15 
Cara Stodola  1/16 
Adam Dallmann  1/18 
Joffet Husby  1/18 
Jenny Lofald  1/18 
Larry Poss  1/18 
Joe Jerulle  1/19 
Nathan Keiper  1/19 
Stephen Kelley  1/19 
Ella Rose Sleen  1/19 
Jessica Sorensen  1/19 
Brandon Carl  1/20 
Sonya Young  1/20 
Linda Buchite  1/21 
Kevin Danielson  1/21 
Nate Burke  1/22 
Nathan Wojciuk  1/22 
Megan Lafave  1/24 
Kaden Oman  1/24 

Kurt Stodola  1/24 
Morgan Stodola  1/25 
Cody Reents  1/27 
Patty Sleen  1/27 
Madeline Bremel  1/28 
Dena Hunter  1/28 
Niky Lelonek  1/28 
Melissa Liljegren  1/28 
Jackson Lucia  1/28 
Todd Witte  1/29 
Nicolas Burke  1/30 
Katelynn Newell  1/30 
Mike Wood  1/30 
Jason Young  1/30 
Carol Putnam  1/31 
 
JANUARY ANNIVERSARIES 

Don & Marilyn Lindeen 1/10 
Bob & Elaine Tobias  1/23 
Shaine & Jennifer Stokke 1/28 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

THANK YOU! 

 

Members of PIC- 

Thanx so much for the generous gift.  During our entire experience thus far  

we have seen over and over how “God will provide”.  Thanx for the help 

during this difficult time.  We don’t know how or when but your 

generosity will be paid forward. 

-Ray Nelson Family 

 

I would like to say “thank you” to the congregation for the Christmas gift 

($100 gift card).  It is very much appreciated and I wish everyone all of God’s  

blessings in the new year. 

~Salli  

 

From the Miller Family 

My entire family is overwhelmed with gratitude for the prayers, loving support,  

words, and deeds at the time of Lou’s death.  You surrounded us all with reminders of  

God’s grace and your love.   

Abundant blessings to all of you, 

-Judy 
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